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Lesson 87 Jiangnan Water Town -- Liu Yuan
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Translation

1. Mom: Xiao Ming, MIKE, this is Liu Yuan, one of the four major gardens of
Suzhou.

2. MIKE: Liu Yuan? Why is it called that?

3. Xiao Ming: I'm guessing it's because Liu Yuan is so beautiful visitors tend to
linger, hence the name Liu Yuan or Lingering Garden.

4. Mom: Good imagination, Xiao Ming. Actually, Liu Yuan's original owner was
surnamed Liu so people called it "Liu Yuan". The surname Liu and the Liu that
means linger sound the same, so that's how the Liu Yuan name came about.

5. Dad: Yes. Xiao Ming, Mike, let me test you. Do you know which are the four
major gardens of Suzhou?

6. MIKE: I only know of Liu Yuan, that's from auntie just now.

Dad: Haha. Xiao Ming, what about you?

8. Xiao Ming: This question is too easy for me. Suzhou's four major gardens are:
Garden of Surging Wave Pavilion, Lion Grove Garden, Humble
Administrator's Garden, and Liu Yuan or Lingering Garden which we're in
now.

9. Dad: Wow, Xiao Ming, I'm impressed!

10.X1ao Ming: Haha, Dad, we don't easily get a trip to Suzhou, I had to do some
homework beforehand.

11.MIKE: Xiao Ming, I have to take a leaf from your book!

12.Mom: Haha, kids, come on, let's go check out the front parlour.

13.Xiao Ming: Mom, the furniture here is so beautiful!

14.Mom: Do you know, Xiao Ming, that all the furniture here is made from
Chinese cedar called Nanmu, so this is also called Nanmu hall.

15.MIKE: Look, auntie, why do I feel these two rooms are different?

16.Xiao Ming: Yeah! This room is in a simple style, while this room looks more
elegant.

17.Mom: You're pretty observant, this is called the "Mandarin duck hall".
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18.MIKE: Aren't mandarin ducks a type of bird? What do they have to do with
this hall?

19.Dad: Yes, that's a new one, I have to hear what it's about.

20.Mom: Mandarin ducks are birds, but mandarin duck hall here refers to a pair,
look, this more luxurious room is for entertaining male guests, that simpler
room is for hosting female guests.

21.MIKE: Auntie, why is the room for male guests more luxurious? I think the
room for female guests should be prettier!

22.Mom: In the old days, the man was the master of the house, so a man's room
would be more elaborate than a room for women.

23.MIKE: You know so much, auntie.

24.Xiao Ming: You forgot that my mom is a tour guide!

25.Dad: Oh right, Li Hong, is there a Suzhou gift shop in Liu Yuan? I'd like to
buy some souvenirs for my colleagues.

26.Mom: Yes, there's a gift shop over there. Let' s go have a look.

27.Mom: Lao Wang, look, this is the famous Suzhou embroidery.

28.Xiao Ming: Wow, Mike, have a look! This sort of embroidery has patterns on
both sides that are exactly the same.

29.Mom: Yes, this is called "double sided embroidery", doesn't it make the
patterns come to life?

30.MIKE: Yes, the craftsmanship is just amazing. [ want to buy one for my mom
and dad.

31.Dad: Yes, these double sided embroideries are great, perfect for giving as
presents. Li Hong, you have good taste, help me pick out a couple?

32.Mom: Sure.



