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Lesson 90 At the teahouse
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Xiao Ming: They're here.

MIKE: Hello, uncle, auntie.

Xiao Ming’s Parents: Hello, Lucy, Mike.

Xiao Ming: Auntie, this is my Dad and this is my Mum.

MIKE's Mom: Hello, thank you for taking care of my son.

Xiao Ming’s Dad: Don't mention it, Mike's a good boy, very mature for his age.

Xiao Ming’s Mom: Plus he and Xiao Ming are good friends.

Xiao Ming’s Dad: Let's go in, Li Hong. I've made reservations.

9. MIKE's Mom: What a beautiful teahouse, this table is very interesting.

10.Xiao Ming’s mom: Haha, this is called an eight immortals table.

11.Xiao Ming’s Dad: You speak Chinese really well, it's not your first visit to China, is
it?

12.MIKE's mom: No. I've worked for a few years in Shanghai before, but it's my first
visit to Beijing.

13.Xiao Ming’s mom: This is a great opportunity for MIKE and Xiao Ming to show
you around.

14.Waiter: What would you like to drink?
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15.X1a0 Ming’s Dad: Have a look, what sort of tea would you like?

16.MIKE's mom: There are so many types of tea, I don't know which one to order.

17.MIKE: Yes, uncle, why don't you and auntie order.

18.X1a0 Ming’s mom: How about you recommend one?

19.Waiter: We have very good Dragon Well Tea, the leaves are this year's vintage.

20.Xiao Ming’s mom: OK, make us a pot of Dragon Well Tea.

21.MIKE: Uncle, auntie, I always tell my mom that you're really nice to me and that
I'm having a good time in Beijing. So now that mom's here in Beijing, she says she
has to thank you in person.

22.MIKE's mom: Yes, that's right.

23.Xiao Ming’s mom: You don't have to be so polite with us. Ever since MIKE's been
here, Xiao Ming's had a close pal. They get along so well.

24.Xiao Ming: Yes, MIKE and I are good buddies, nobody can keep us apart.

25.MIKE's mom: Come on, MIKE, let's make a toast to uncle and auntie.

26.MIKE: Yes, that's right, thanks uncle and auntie for looking after me. Oh right,
and you too, Xiao Ming.

27.Xiao Ming’s Dad: Haha, look, MIKE's talking just like a grown-up.

28.MIKE's mom: Mmm, this tea is very good. It's the best Dragon Well Tea I've had.

29.Xiao Ming’s Dad: Haha, do you know that some ancient Chinese poets called
Dragon Well Tea "sprouts of gold", that's how loved this tea is.

30.Xiao Ming: Uh oh, I've already finished it before I've had a chance to savour it.

31.Xiao Ming’s mom: Haha, Xiao Ming, drinking tea is like reading, you have to
savour it slowly.

32.Xiao Ming: Here, I'll pour another cup, this time I'm going to taste it properly.

33.MIKE: Uncle, what sort of Dragon Well Tea is good quality?

34.Xiao Ming: Yeah, dad, I hear that tea quality has a lot to do with the season in
which the leaves are picked, is that right?

35.Xiao Ming’s Dad: The harvest season for the tea leaves may be important, but the
quality of Dragon Well Tea is also largely determined by the shape and colour of the
leaves. Look, top notch Dragon Well Tea should be green in colour, fragrant in scent,
sweet in taste, elegant in shape.

36.MIKE: Yes itis very fragrant, but I find it somewhat bitter.

37.Xiao Ming’s mom: Haha, when you first sip the tea it does taste a bit bitter, but
that's soon followed by a light sweet taste, so it's "bitter first sweet later”.

38.MIKE: There's so much to tea-drinking! I was drinking tea like Xiao Ming, just
swallowing it in one gulp, haha.



39.Xiao Ming’s mom: Oh right, MIKE, where do you plan on taking your Mom
tomorrow?

40.MIKE: I haven't decided yet.

41.Xiao Ming’s mom: How about this, tomorrow is Sunday, I'll take you and your
mom to watch Peking Opera? Do you like it?

42.MIKE: Sure I like it, I haven't seen Peking Opera at the theatre. But isn't that too
much trouble for you?

43.MIKE's mom: Yes, it's too much trouble for you.

44 Xiao Ming’s mom: Don't mention it. Peking Opera is a quintessential part of
Chinese culture, you can't miss it.

45.Xiao Ming’s Dad: That's right, so that's agreed. Thanks.



