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Lesson 91 Listening to Peking Opera Painting face masks
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Translation

l.
2.
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9.

Xiao Ming’s mom: What do you think, is Peking Opera good?

MIKE: Auntie, I think Peking Opera's even better than I expected. I'm still really
excited.

Xiao Ming’s mom: Haha, I can't believe you're so interested in Peking Opera at
such a young age.

MIKE's mom: Haha, the performance was very exciting, I liked it too.

. MIKE: Oh right, auntie, I have a question. When I watch opera in the US, the

audience only claps after the performance is over. But I just saw audience
members clapping along to the performance, doesn't that affect the performers?
MIKE's mom: Yes, | heard many people cheering too.

MIKE: Oh is that right. I have another question, auntie.

. Xiao Ming’s mom: Haha. This is totally different to western customs. Here

performers love to hear applause and cheering during the show. The louder the
audience reaction, the more spirited the performances.
Xiao Ming’s mom: You're full of questions today. No problem, ask away.

10.MIKE: I love the patterns on the Peking Opera performers' faces.
11.Xiao Ming’s mom: Oh, you mean face masks?
12.MIKE: That's right, auntie, why are all the face masks different? I noticed that

even for the male performers, they had different patterns on their faces.

13.Xiao Ming’s mom: MIKE, face masks are used to represent the characters'

personalities. If the role's different, the face masks are different too.



14 MIKE: That's fascinating, I must buy a book online about Peking Opera face
masks and read it carefully.

15.Xiao Ming’s mom: MIKE, rather than read a book, you're better off try painting
your own Peking Opera face mask.

16.MIKE: Paint face masks? ! For me?

17.Xiao Ming’s mom: Yes, painted for you. It's stil early, I know a place where you
can have photos taken in Peking Opera style, do you want to go?

18.MIKE: Yes, yes, I want to paint face masks!

19.MIKE's mom: Great, I want to go too.

20.Xiao Ming’s mom: I have to call and make a booking, let's go.

21.Xiao Ming’s mom: Hello, we'd like to have some Peking Opera photos taken.

22.Receptionist: OK, hold on a minute. Do you have a reservation?

23.Xiao Ming’s mom: Yes, my surname is Li, I called just before.

24.Receptionist: OK, this way, please.

25.Receptionist: May I ask who's having the photos taken?

26.MIKE: Me, me!

27.Receptionist: What character would you like to play?

28.MIKE: I...

29.Xiao Ming’s mom: Can you introduce to me your offerings?

30.Receptionist: For boys, you can have photos taken in "Xiaosheng" or "Wusheng"
styles...

31.MIKE: What's with the "sheng" left and right? I don't understand.

32.Receptionist: Haha, how do you say, have you heard of Monkey King?

33.MIKE: Sure I have, the Great Heavenly Sage Monkey King! That's the one I
want.

34 Receptionist: OK, let me get the make-up artist to paint your face.

35.MIKE: Mom, auntie, look, this is so much fun.

36.Xiao Ming’s mom: Haha, MIKE, the best part's still to come. In a while you'll get
into the Monkey King's costume, then you're really be in character.

37.Make-up artist: OK, have a look, what do you think!

38.MIKE's mom: Haha, son, even your mom doesn't recognise you anymore.

39.Xiao Ming’s mom: That's so much fun, in a while I must have a photo taken with
you.

40.Make-up artist: Come on, let's change your outfit.

41.MIKE: The monkey king is here!



