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Lesson 96 Spring Festival 1
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Translation

1. Xiao Ming: What's going on? Why hasn't dad picked up Grandma and the others

yet!

2. Mom: Don't worry. Your dad just called me, they're on their way. Come on, Xiao
Ming, MIKE, you guys aren't doing much anyway, help me stick these "happiness"
characters on the wall.

Xiao Ming: Sure!

Xiao Ming: MIKE, have a look and tell me if it's crooked?

MIKE: It's not crooked, but you've got the "happiness" character upside down.

Xiao Ming: MIKE, you're showing how green you are. This is stuck on upside

intentionally, to mean "happiness is here", how lucky is that.

7. MIKE: Haha, that's interesting. Come on, I want to stick one to mean "happiness
is here" too. Hmm, [I'll stick it on the window.

8. Xiao Ming: They're here, I'll get the door.

9. Mom: Mom, Wang Nan, did you have a good trip? Come on in.

10.Cousin: Happy new year everyone!

11.Mom: Come on inside, it's too cold outside.

12.Cousin: Wow, Xiao Ming, what an amazing new house! Do you and MIKE live
upstars?

13.Xia0 Ming: Yes, [I'll give you a tour in a minute.

14.Xiao Ming’s Dad: Come on, let's have some tea first. Qianqgian, feel at home
here, relax!

15.Xiao Ming's Auntie: Brother, don't worry about that, our Qiangian is relaxed
everywhere she goes.

16.Cousin: Mom~

17.Xia0 Ming’s mom: Xiao Ming, get some fruit for Qiangian and MIKE.

18.Cousin: Thanks, Xiao Ming.

19.MIKE: This pear's a bit too big for me. Xiao Ming, let me give you half.

20.Grandma: That won't do, it's new year, nobody's separating a pear!

21.Mike: Grandma, Xiao Ming likes pears, I...

22.Xiao Ming: Haha, MIKE, the point is not whether I like pears, but that the word
for "pear" sounds like "separation". That's why Grandma won't let you and I split a
pear.
23.Grandma: That's right, it's so unlucky for new year!
24.Xi1ao Ming’s Uncle: Haha, Mom, don't worry about it, kids say the darnedest
things. These are homophones. At New Year's, people try to say lucky things, most
of it has to do with homophones in Chinese.

25.Xiao Ming’s Dad: That's right, like having fish for new year's dinner, it's to hope
that the family has abundant resources every year. This is the character -- which
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means "remainder". People hope they have enough for the year and some remainder
at the end of the year.

26.Qianqian: Right, MIKE, we'll also be having "nian gao" or year cake for
Chinese new year, ...we brought this...

27.MIKE: This means "each year is better than the year before"?

28.Xiao Ming's auntie: Yes, it's to wish for improved living for the family!

29.Mike: This is so fascinating, I'm going to write it all down and tell my mom and
dad later.

30.Xiao Ming: There are so many. Wait till the countdown tomorrow and I'll tell you
some more.

31.Mike: Countdown? What's that?

32.Xiao Ming’s mom: It's where the whole family stays up on the night of the thirtieth
and welcomes in the new year.
Xiao Ming: Yes. We also get to eat dumplings and light firecrackers!

33.MIKE: So much fun, I can't wait!



