Travel in Chinese Lesson 1 - Greetings
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Stewardess: Excuse me, Sir. These are the entry cards for you.
Huang: Thanks. Here, one each.
Xuemei: This is for the name, what do I fill in here?
Huang: Your workplace, just write the employer’s name.
Xuemei: How do [ write it?
Huang: “China Newspaper Office”, I’ll write it for you.
Xuemei: Thanks. What address should I write?
Huang: Write the name of the hotel, because we haven’t rented a place yet, so we’ll stay at
the hotel first.
Xuemei: The hotel is called Mingyue hotel, right?
. Huang: Yes. Xiaojie, let me write it for you.
. Xiaojie: Thank you.
Xuemei: Your appointment to China is really a great opportunity. We could live in China for
a while.
Huang: You can also travel around China and have a close look at a real China.
Xiaojie: You should write lots of articles, so people in other countries can understand China
better.
(Ladies and gentlemen, our plane will be landing shorthly late. Please make sure that your
seat belt is securely fastened)
. Xuemei: The plane is landing. Sit well, honey.
. Huang: We’ll be home soon.
. Customs Officer: Hi
. Huang: Hi
. Customs Officer: Please show me your passports and plane tickets.
. Huang: This is for the three of us.
. Customs Officer: Are you all one family?
. Huang: That’s right!
. Customs Officer: What’s your main purpose for visiting China?
. Huang: I’ve been assigned here by the company headquarters.
. Customs Officer: You plan to stay at a hotel?
. Huang: The company is looking for a place for us, we’ll be at a hotel temporarily.
. Customs Officer: How long do you plan to work in China?
. Huang: The company has appointed me here for two years.
(Points to wife) She has also signed a two year contract with the newspaper office.
. Customs Officer: That’s good! Have a pleasant stay in China!
. Xuemei: Where do we get our luggage?
. Huang: It should be further ahead.



Beijing or Peking?

You might get a little confused about the difference between Beijing and Peking. Is it Beijing duck
or Peking duck, Beijing opera or Peking opera? Unfortunately, people use both terms and each side
seems to think they are the most correct. The Chinese name of the capital city didn't change, just the
romanized spelling. In my view, Peking is just a wrong spelling that became popularized. The city's
name is pronounced 1t 5% and should be spelt in English with a "B". However, the name Peking
was used for many years and it stuck. Some people insist on using "Peking" because that's what
they think foreigners are used to. Others use Beijing for the city name, but keep Peking for well-
known names like Peking duck or even Peking University. Regardless, you can use either Peking or
Beijing, but at least in my view, Beijing is preferable.

Bookmarks
W)L Where
(> ARATMELEME JL? Where do you live?
(1) ARMIEJL>K? Where do you come from?
(5> WBJLZKZEZE? Where do they sell train tickets?
2) %5 preposition, as in "for" somebody
() i )L FUda P58 . The mother tidied the room for her son.
) e A 7 H E 2@ %A . He told me all about the Chinese transportation.
3) MiZ should do something or be some way
B W R Ab AR P AR K5, BERNZE] T
If he took the 2 o'clock train, he should have arrived by now.
(i) A RAE T EARH), MiZEREH
He grew up in China, he should understand Chinese.
B 2223 7T, MZEMT .
It's already March, it should be warm by now.
4) T LL......can, possibly, maybe
(i) F AT LA XA L5 s 2

Can [ use this telephone?
Substitution and Extention
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