Travel in Chinese Lesson 31 Buy Pants
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Translation

Xuemei: This T-Shirt is nice. Clothes with Chinese characters are really popular overseas.

Cousin: I like clothes like this too. The ones with smaller characters are even better.

Xuemei: Exactly. Which colour is best?

Cousin: I think that colour’s good. (to the saleswoman) Please show us that T-Shirt.

Saleswoman 1: What size would you like?

Xuemei: Large.

Sw 1: This one is large. How about you try it on for size.

Xuemei: It’s OK, not too large, not too small, just right. What other colours are there?

9. Saleswoman 1: There’s also black and red.

10. Xuemei: Then give me a black one.

11. Sw 1: Sorry. The black only comes in medium. We sold out of the large size.

12. Xuemei: What a shame.

13. Sw 1: Then, how about this style? I think it suits you too.

14. Xuemei: I don’t like this collar.

15. Cousin: (to saleswoman 1) Thanks. We’ll have a look elsewhere. See you later.

16. Saleswoman 2: Hello! You can just look around!

17. Cousin: Look Xuemei. These pants are nice.(feels it) Feels nice, it must be so comfortable to wear.

18. Saleswoman 2: You have a good eye. This is pure linen. Have a look at the cut of the pants, it’s very
slimming.

19. Xuemei: This one’s blue. I don’t really like it.

20. Sw 2: We have black ones too, I’ll get one and show you.

21. Xuemei: Hey. I think the two pairs are different in style.

22. Saleswoman 2: They’re about the same. Look, the material’s the same. The cut is the same.

23. Cousin: This pair doesn’t fit. They’re too long, a bit loose too.

24. Xuemei: This pair’s a bit smaller. Have a try.

25. Cousin: This pair’s OK. I think you should buy a pair too.

26. Xuemei: Then I’ll buy a pair just like yours.

27. Cousin: How much are they per pair?

28. Saleswoman: Since you really want them, I’ll make them cheaper, best price, 220 per pair.

29. Cousin: Give us a discount if I buy two pairs.

30. Saleswoman 2: How about 400 for two pairs?

31. Cousin: That’s too expensive. How about 120 yuan per pair?

32. Saleswoman 2: No way. I can’t make a loss on it.

33. Cousin: Well then forget it. Let’s go.

34. (the two leave, saleswoman 2 calls out to them in a loud voice) Saleswoman 2: I'll sell them to you at
mates ’ rates. I'm really not making money on this.

35. (the two leave happily) Xuemei: You're really good. I’ll definitely go shopping with you in the future.
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Bookmarks
1) 1% to appear
B FREE, W BAES T
After it rains, the leaves look even greener.
B XA AR AT IR A2
This article of clothing makes her look very young.

Sign Posts

Colloquial Expression

In today's lesson we came across a lot of slang or colloquial expression. For example, 5 A< % 1 selling
products at a loss as a form of promotion. A refers to %A capital, or goods. 4" is the way hawkers
traditionally called out their wares, promoted their product or service by calling out, like the way people at a



baseball game might call out “peanuts, popcorn”. 4% is basically a form of advertisement. By Ji% < Il 1% g
you are losing money, but gaining in advertising.

In Beijing dialect we would say I A< JHt"4 M. Note 4% )L has the JL ending and "4 " is pronounced yaolhuo.
Standard Mandarin Chinese, the national language, is based on the Beijing dialect, but there is a slight
distinction between the two. Some colloquial expressions in Beijing cannot be considered standard Mandarin.
For example i /' '§ 1. This literally means "put the cover on the hat". In other words, you have topped off
the top layer. This expression means "the best there is". In standard Mandarin Chinese, i means to block
a shot in basketball, you put a lid on it, blocked the shot.

Beginners shouldn't be worried about this difference between Beijing dialect and standard Mandarin. There is
no real language barrier between the two. It's just fun to pick up some of the local expressions if you are
living in Beijing for any length of time.

Substitution and Extension
... 1We? a way of asking "what do you think?"
B XIVHIRAZ 58, KMERIFE?
There're so many restaurants here. Which one would be best?
2) AN A AN B it's neither this nor that
D RXRR, AR, EEE.

This piece of clothing is neither too big nor too small. It's just right.



