Travel in Chinese - Lesson 53 - The Summer Palace 1
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Xiao Wang: Aunt, is Liu Yong around?

Cousin: He’s gone out to buy a book. He’ll be back in a little while. Why don’t you come in
and wait for him.

Xiao Wang: OK, thanks aunt.

Cousin: Here, let me introduce you to Xiaojie, Liu Yong’s cousin. Xiaojie, this is Xiao
Wang, Liu Yong’s school friend.

Xiaojie: Hello! Xiao Wang: Hello!

Cousin: Xiao Wang, you’re usually pretty full of life. Why do you look so worn out today?
Xiao Wang: Don’t ask, I didn’t get to bed until two am.

Cousin: Oh, night-driving. That’s not good for your health.

Xiaojie: Yes, besides, night-driving is very dangerous.

Cousin: Haha, Xiaojie, “night driving” means not sleeping at night. It has nothing to do with
driving.

Xiaojie: Oh right, interesting. Then why did you do that?

Xiao Wang: Our teacher gave me a tough task. I had to take our international teacher to the
Summer Palace today, so | was studying up on the subject.

Cousin: Well, was the international teacher pleased?

Xiao Wang: Naturally. Our international teacher said I was the best tour guide he’s ever met.
Cousin: You’'re really pretty good!

Xiao Wang: No kidding, I really can be a Summer Palace tour guide now.

Xiaojie: That’s perfect. My mother and I are going to the Summer Palace this weekend. Can
you be our tour guide ?

Cousin: Oh right. It happens Liu Yong has driving lessons this weekend and can’t go with
them. If you could go with them instead that would be great.

Xiao Wang: No problem, piece of cake. I’ll take care of it, satisfaction guaranteed.

Xiaojie: Xiao Wang, is the Summer Palace really huge ?

Xiao Wang: Yes. But the main thing is not just its size, it’s because there’s so much to see
there.

Xiaojie: Then what do you mainly see at the Summer Palace ?

Xiao Wang: According to my research, the Summer Palace is a prime example of Chinese
landscape design. If you want to know about China’s landscape culture, just take a look at
the Summer Palace.

Xiaojie: Is it really so great? Sounds like an advertisement.

Xiao Wang: I’'m not bragging, you can see for yourself.

Xiaojie: It’s a deal then. I’ll come and meet you on Saturday.

Xiao Wang: Sure!
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Shanghai is one of the main cities in China.
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The price of fruits is mainly determined by the season.
2)H2 4 according to
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According to the prediction of the weather department, it would be windy over the next two days.
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According to my understanding of him, he shouldn’t do something like that.

Sign Posts

The Old Summer Palace

There are actually two summer palaces around Beijing, one built after the other. The oldest one
dates from the 18th century, when Emperor Qianlong created the Garden of Perfect Purity. [ BH [l
In English, we just call this the Old Summer Palace. Besides a spectacular landscape garden, it also
housed buildings in various European styles. This was built at the height of the Qing Dynasty, and
the Emperor specifically wanted to include samples of architectural styles from around the world.
Later, during the Opium Wars in 1860 this palace was stormed by western troops, who destroyed
the palaces and removed the treasures. The ruins of the central water fountain, originally one of the
most spectacular sites, have become an important symbol of foreign aggression in China. Many
people believe these ruins should be kept as they are, as a potent reminder of China’s history.
Empress Dowager Cixi set about establishing a new Summer Palace in 1888 to replace the old one.
This palace is called 5[ in Chinese, and is located only a kilometre or two from the old
Summer Palace.
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Up to this point, I’ve been to at least 20 countries.
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I never expected that he would be so untrustworthy. Our corporation ends here.
2)B Wi T F to know a trick or two
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He’s very skillful at fixing cars.
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He’s really skillful at making movies



