Travel in Chinese - Lesson 62 - Plane Tickets
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Translation:

1. (at the hotel frontdesk) Huang: Hello! Frontdesk: Hello!

Huang: I’d like to book three train tickets back to Beijing on the 26th.

Frontdesk: Sir, train tickets to Beijing now are in short supply, I can only try, it’s hard to say

whether we can get any tickets.

Huang: It’s still quite a few days till the 26th, shouldn’t be a problem getting the tickets?

Frontdesk: It’s hard to say, I’ll make a phone call, please wait.

(makes phone call): Hmm, OK, OK, thank you.

(to Renhao) Sorry, sir, tickets for the 26th that you wanted are sold out, but there are tickets

for after the 26th.

8. Huang: Oh no, what can we do? | have a very important meeting on the 28th and | must go
back, any later and I won’t be able to make it.

9. Frontdesk: Then you’ll have to go by plane.

10. Huang: Are plane tickets easy to get?

11. Frontdesk: there wouldn’t be a problem getting plane tickets at all, no matter what season it
is, there are plenty of plane tickets.

12. Huang: Looks like that’s the only option, can you reserve plane tickets?

13. Frontdesk: Sure. Is that three plane tickets?

14. Huang: Yes.

15. Frontdesk: OK, please fill out the reservation form (hands over form) , another thing, write
your ID numbers here for the three of you.

16. Huang: ID numbers? Sorry, I don ’t remember them off by heart, I’1l call my wife, just hold
on a minute.

17. (makes phone call) Yes, we have to go back by plane. Why don’t you come down, and tell
me our 1D numbers.

18. (Frontdesk) Huang: Xuemei, over here.

19. Xuemei: (gives Renhao a sheet of paper), these are the ID numbers. (to front desk) excuse
me, what time are the flights?

20. Frontdesk : There are many flights to Beijing, what time would you like ?

21. Xuemei: (looks at Renhao) in the afternoon? (to front desk) Which ones are there in the
afternoon?

22. Frontdesk: Let me see, (checks flight schedules) in the afternoon there’s the 3:15 and 4:30.

23. Huang: How long does it take to get to Beijing?

24. Frontdesk: Over an hour.

25. Huang: Then we’ll take the 3:15.

26. Xuemei: Are there any discounts on airfares to Beijing?

27. Frontdesk: The promotion is finished, there’s only student discounts, you get a 40% discount
with a student ID.

28. Xuemei: (to Renhao) well then Xiaojie could get the student fare.

29. Huang: (to front desk) One of the three tickets is a student fare. Here. (hands over form to
the front desk)

30. Front desk: OK, as soon as the tickets arrive we’ll send them to you.

31. Huang: Thank you, goodbye!
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1)/475 must, have to

1) T 75 L RIS A 0 B DR R 22 o

You must remain silent while watching a performance.

B ARADLUL T, FAHITE 1

You don’t have to say it. I know all about it.

2) 4% base on

B 2 AR ZENY o

Tourists must show their tickets to be admitted.

) 0 2B S AR AR e SE BT 3 52

You must show your student ID to buy a discount ticket.

3) 3r.%l| immediately, right away

B s, FRALZHE G Rk % .

Don’t be anxious. I’ll send the money to you right away.

B W—F R EH LR G Rk .

As soon as I get the tickets, I’ll send them over to you right away.

Sign Posts

CAAC

The Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC) is a the government department that manages
air transportation in China. Air China is the national carrier, serving domestic as well as
international routes and having one of the best safety records in the world. There are a number of
domestic regional airlines, but in recent years there has been a movement to merge smaller airlines
into more efficient and competitive regional groups. So, for most major domestic routes there will
be a choice of different airlines. Prices, however, are regulated by the government and usually do
not vary from airline to airline on domestic routes. That being said, it is often possible to obtain
discount fares, with certain restrictions, on domestic flights in China. Interestingly, you often cannot
get a discount fare by booking far in advance, as the discount tickets are not available until closer to
the departure date. A travel agent can help you negotiate through the different choices available.
At last count, domestic airlines served 135 cities in China. And the days of old Soviet-style
turboprop airlines is almost completely gone. Many domestic airlines fly the latest models from
Boeing and Airbus. And you will find airports in most major cities to be very modern. Sometimes it
seems that most airports have been built or rebuilt in the last 10 or 15 years.

To reserve a ticket, there are many of ticket offices all around the city, all linked by computer
network. You can even book tickets by phone or on the Internet. Nowadays, airport fees are
normally included in the ticket price, so you no longer have to pay a separate fee at the airport.
When you buy tickets, you also have the option of buying accident insurance, usually with a
premium of 20 RMB.

Substitution and Extension

1) &>k it seems

B B ARARRBEA PRI

It seems that you’re deliberately not telling me.

B BRWEAZE T, TATABEHEIS R T,



It seems that the rain will not stop. We just have to delay our departure time.



