Travel in Chinese - Lesson 65 - Xi‘an
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Translation:

1. Colleaguel: Xuemei, we're in Xi'an on business but we don't know the place or anybody
here. Where do you think we should go first?

2. Xuemei: | have no idea. It's my first time in Xi'an too.

3. Colleague2: You must be thirsty. Come and have some drink. What are you looking up? No

need. Don't worry. Just let me take care of everything.

Colleaguel: Is that right? I think you're just bragging.

Colleague2: Well you're doubting me.

Xuemei: Then in your opinion what are some of the fun places in Xi‘'an?
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7. Colleague2: Xi'an is full of fun places, like the Terra cotta Warriors, Huaging Pool, the Wild
Goose Towers, the Ancient Wall, and countless others.

8. Xuemei: I wouldn't have taken you for such an expert on the subject.

9. Colleague2: I suggest we go up there first.

10. Xuemei: What's up there?

11. Colleague2: That's the famous Ancient City Wall.

12. Xuemei: Ancient city wall, isn't that just a wall?

13. Colleague2:Let's go, you'll see when you get there.

14. Xuemei: It's so wide. It's not a wall but a road.

15. Colleaguel: That's right. This is wide enough for two cars.

16. Colleague2: This wall was built to last. And you know, it's been centuries.

17. Xuemei: Centuries? Has it really been around for that long?

18. Colleague2: Of course. Well back in the Tang dynasty this place had walls. The walls here
now were built in the Ming dynasty on the foundation of the Tang dynasty walls.

19. Colleaguel: By that calculation, it has at least six centuries of history.

20. Colleague2: That's right.

21. Xuemei: Hey why would they want to build such thick walls?

22. Colleague2: Xi'an used to be a very important city in the western region. | think that
building these thick walls was mainly out of security concerns.

23. Xuemei: Security concerns?

24. Colleague2: That's right. Think about it, it's a great advantage if there's a war.

25. Colleaguel: Hmm, that makes sense.

Bookmarks

1) %> most, probably

B AW T, FmEFRITT .

It's so late. Most stores will be closed.

B M EAek T, WATIE T .

He's probably not coming. Let's not wait anymore.
2) jihY at least

B IR E Bl 2, EAZERADH AR,
Tomorrow I'm going to Shanghai on business. It'll be at least two months before I'm able to return.
i) X HR H AR A 1 Tk

I've seen this movie at least five times.

Sign Posts

Xi'an

Previously known as Chang'an or “eternal piece”, Xian served as the capital city for 13 dynasties
such as Zhoul, Qin2, Han4 and Tang2 over its history of more than 3000 years. So, Xian can be
considered along with Athens, Cairo, and Rome as a capital city to one of the world’s major ancient
civilizations.

The entire city is like a huge and living history museum. The city wall is the largest and most intact
in China. The current wall dates from the Ming Dynasty and can be considered one of the largest
ancient military defensive systems in the world. It is 12 meters (or 40 feet) tall, approximately the
same width at the top and runs almost 14 kilometers (or 8 1/2 miles) in length with a deep moat
surrounding it. Every 120 meters, there is a rampart which extends out from the main wall. The
reason for this spacing is that 120 meters was approximately the range of a bow and arrow, so that
anyone attacking the wall could be shot at from two sides as well as from above.



There are 4 sets of complicated gate structures built within the wall. Each gate has three towers: The
furthest outside was used to raise and lower a suspension bridge over the moat. A second gate with
small windows in the front and sides was used to defend the bridge. Appropriately enough, these
towers are called #i#% arrow towers. Only by passing through here could you get to 1E#%, the main
entrance to the city. Throughout the approach into the city you are wide open to attack from all
sides above.

Since 1983 the Shaanxi Provincial Government has worked hard to restore the city wall again and
create a park area all along the wall. Nowadays, a great way to tour the wall is by renting a bike and
riding all the way along the top.

Substitution and Extension

1) th 1R very

B X AR, BN

It's really lively here. There're people everywhere.

B ALBUEM IR, AMEIRZEZ.

Peking Duck is really good to eat. If you don't believe me, try it.
2) HT...... )% k& in consideration of

B TR EERE, FATRATE R T .

In the interest of time, we left early.

B T ZAERNFERE, AR E A KT A A L.
In the interest of safety, they decided to go by train and not go by plane.



